
The Universal LanguageNot
That of Universal City

By Virginia. Tracy
The guest in our houso said she

wanted to see all the pictures about
foreign countries that she could the
war had made her feel so ignorant.
So when Norma Talmadgc'.-; "The

Korbidden City'' returned to our neigh¬
borhood two seekers after cosmopolitan
understanding took seats before the
(¡reat Wall of China, waiting for it to
"fade out" and let them through. Mys¬
tery, mocking power, passionate love,
smouldering in a fantastic sumptuous-
uess; cruel intrigue, with the mailed
hand always wearing its velvet glove;
an atmosphere of carved, shadowy
¦-taircascs for evil to lurk on and pol¬
ished floors, indiffèrent to bloodstains
showing dark in pools of lamplight; of
the silken, sad, uncertain rustle of each
purple curtain, behind which horror al¬
ways stirs the seekers after cosmo¬

politan understanding drank greedily
.,f this drugged wine, our own thirst
for which remained so unappeased that
the very next night we hurriedly be¬
took ourselves to "East Is East," which
was to give us not only a story about
China hut ("hiñese actors, with Lady
Tsin Mei, "the screen's first and only-
Chinese star," as the heroine.
Now, the story of "East Is East" is

the. product, of an Occidental brain, but
for ub, in the vernacular, it might as
well have been Chinese: we never
understood a word of it. The energies
of a Chinese princess, belonging to a
secret society for democratic propa¬
ganda, in love with an American Secret
Service man and beloved by a Chinese
prince, weave an incredibly long, limp
rope for us to climb down, and when
the action does tic itself into a few
definite knots something about
"papers," Huns, a wicked uncle, an
assassination or two, a great deal of
travelling and a fierce row at the finish,
with the Chinese lady knocking out all
tho Hun gentlemen.when we did get
hold of any such knot we had to cling
to it too tightly for us to have any
good general view during the climb.
Ferhftps "climb" conveys a too stimu¬
lating idea. It was really more like one
of those everlasting journeys.a night
journey in a day coach~ where every-

thing becomes confused and distorted
and innocent overcoats swing round in
the half light like bodies op a scaffold,
and at some jolt you start out of a

waking sleep with the idea that you
have reached your destination and find
you have only stopped at a water tank.
The biggest jolt was when we woke to
see Lady Tsin Met, hitherto the most
reserved and demure of actresses, sud¬
denly and most successfully.¦walking
up the side of a house, so that wç had
an instant's hope she was going to take
off a mask and show us she was Doug¬
las Fairbanks. This dream, however,
remained unrealized.
The troublo is, of course, that not a

single moment of sincerity has gone
into the conception Of "East Is East";
nobody has. really cared a imp about
China, about democracy, no, nor about
Huns, either. The only idea has been
to patch together sopie sort of story
for the exploitation of a Chinese star;
the effort of getting it together with¬
out taking the slightest interest in it
has been too much to hide the patch¬
ing, and certainly it is too much for
tho spectators. We really cannot
blame ourselves for being bewildered
by that story, but the bewilderment
we are still facing .is quite another
story altogether.
We were struck, in the earlier Ori¬

ental part of the picture, by the lack
of Oriental atmosphere. Not in the
settings but in the cast. It. grew in¬
creasingly strange that when all the
Chinese parts -were played by Chinese
persons they should have so little of
the. true Chinese effect. All our life
wo have known spare, grave" and self-
contained ladies.the greater numbei
of them intelligent actresses in small
companies feeling, with lips com¬
pressed, that they have never had their
due who were exactly liko Lady Tsin
Moi; the same air of temperamenl
mingled with composure, of self-
reliance, of "repressed emotion'
which they were too refined to let
loose, so that you never quite
knew whether the emotion or onlj
».he repression were really there. "Shi
must have been a long time in thii
country" and wo came to the same con
elusion about an elderly gentlemar
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whose directness, dryness and neat,
meagre astonishment at a changing
world might, despite his walrus mus¬

tache, have delineated the old-fash¬
ioned New England schoolmistress with
tho most august propriety. Other
Chinamen came and went through
parts large and small all with that
game dry directness, not to say curt-
n-ess; all with peculiarly plain, decent
dignity, like persons with something
serious to do who are thoroughly ob-
sorbed in doing it. Was this Ch'nese?
Where, amidst these sobrieties, was
the lurking dagger, the poisoned rose,
the damned softness of the effete
East and all the rest of it that 10,000
Anglo-Saxon testimonies had taught us
to suspect up every Oriental sleeve?
There were, to be sure, screens, em¬
broideries, lattices, vases and walled
gardens, all the old and magnificent
wrappings of insidious secrecy. "But
whither had flown the ancient wrong?"
They had become simply screens, vases,
gardens. There was no sweet drugged
wine to be got out of them- not with
the walrua-moustached New England
schoolmistress clipping about in his
curt and busy way between them!

No, we never got a glimpse of the
genuine Oriental subtlety and insinua¬
tion until the arrival of Prince Kang,who restored us to a tsense of what
wc expected in Chinese princes. For a
moment. Then there came upon us a
suspicion. The suspicion became a
crushing certainty. Still we screwed
round into a little splash of light and
looked at our programme. Prince Kang
was played by Mr. Benjamin Hendricks,
jr. That is to say, in a cant of China¬
men the only person who presented a
Chinaman convincing to our American
ideal was an American.
Heaven forbid that we should chal¬

lenge tho testimony of the agesl But
not being the ages, only just ourselves,
wo have to record what we ourselves
8a\y, then it will be up to the ages and
not us to stick it into the right place
in their mosaic. For East may be East,
but facts are facts and people are peo¬
ple and the facts about those people
whom we saw playing Chinese China¬
men instead of Chinamen a l'Amér¬
icain accused us of having always made
our feeble approaches to cosmopolitan
understanding with a stale mind and
while driven with blinders.
There rose in our memory certain

fragments from Photoplay's jubilant
monologue wherein the Motion Picture
speaks:

1 am the universal language.
I have unlocked the riddle of Babel

after fifty centuries of misunder¬
standing.

I am California, springing a funny
story in Constantinople.

I am a vertical and eternal peace
table and my conference lias five hun¬
dred million delegates.

I am the shy confession of Miss and
Mam'selle and Señorita.

1 am a Caspian fisherman visiting a
coffee planter in Santos.

I am the universal language.
"Yes," we said, "but not if you're al¬

ways manufactured in Universal City,
you're not!"

Univtrtrsal City, as a matter of fact,
wo have only rushed in for an epi¬
grammatic clincher; what we mean is
that pictures about those strange crea¬
tures, foreigners, with stories written
by American authors and acted by
American actors, are not likely to turn
out about foreigners at all, but add
to our cosmopolitan understanding
mere figures of ourselves in fancy
dress for tho sympathetic parts and,
for the unsympathetic parts, mere
stock bogies, in some danger of spread¬
ing misunderstanding for still another
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The Famous Players-Lasky Corpora¬
tion last week arranged to take over
the Universal studio at Fort Lee.
Catherine Cqlvert has been signed by

.this organization, and will appear in
I an adaptation of Elinor Glynr.'s famous
| novel, "The Career oí Katherine Bush."

The motion picture industry has
again being honored by the government
in having been called upon by the
Treasury Department to lend its aid
in making the Victory Liberty Loan a

success. Arrangements for the motion
picture drive have been completed by
the committee appointed by the .Na¬
tional Association of the Motion Pict¬
ure Industry to cooperate with tiie
Treasury Department.

Galli-Curci will be seen on the
screen for the first time in the picture
now being filmed by universal for the
.Stage Women's War Relief-,

"Smiling Bill" Pardons, whose Capi¬
tol comedies aro being released by the
Goldwyn Distributing Corporation, has
just renewed his Goldwyn contract.

Oswald Stoll, the largest film dis¬
tributer in England and the Goldwyn
representative there, has contracted
for the entire first year output of his
work in the United Kingdom.

A combination of star and loading
pian which is believed will prove one
of the most successful ever seen on
the screen will be seen in Alice Brady's
forthcoming Select picture, "Redhead."
The star will be supported by Conrad
Nagel, Miss Brady's leading man in
her popular stage production, "Forever
Aft«»',"

World Pictures announces for early
distribution a picturization of James
Whitcomb Riley's "Little Orphant
Annie," in which Thomas Santchi and
Coline Moore are the stars.

Eric von Stroheim, who played the
part of the hated Hun in "Hearts of
the World," "The Hun Within" nnd

fifty centuries. Tn other words, dear
Motion Picture, the coffee planter in
Santos is apt to fret but a misleading
impression of a Caspian fisherman it'
the fisherman has had to look up
"Caspian" on the map, nor arc you the
shy confession of Mam'selle and Seno-
rita if you are always whispered by
Miss. You aro often, as "The For¬
bidden City" so richly was, brilliant
and splendid pictures; we desire these
avidly, but, with these, those of us
whom the war has made feel so ig¬
norant desire a corrective.

In a newspaper the other day we
saw with a start that a great diplo¬
matic reconciliation had taken place,
and that hereafter the American mar¬
ket was to be open to foreign films.
Strange and ignominious, how we had
doddered along all this while without
realizing that the American market
had been closed to foreign films! Amer¬
ica, then, has been sending the best
of her production all over the world
and America has not been getting the
world in exchange; Europe has been
learning Miss, but America has not
been learning Mam'selle nor Señorita.
The real but almost accidental China¬
men, who so suddenly held up our
attention, even the news weeklies
themselves, are but the earliest rush¬
lights to cosmopolitan understanding
compared with the full Kllegg glare of
pictures written and motivated not
only by foreigners of foreigners but
for foreigners, pictures which are the
natural self-expression of our world-
neighbors and would be like windows
let into their lives. When are we go¬
ing to see some ?
Your words, dear and dearly hon¬

ored Motion Picture, are so thrilling
to us and hold so perfectly our faith
and hope in you that we long with all
our hearts to see what you could do if
you really got down to it about that
riddle of Babel and its unlocking,
about that eternal Peace Table, that
Universal Language!

AMUSEMENTS

MAJESTIC ^'a'Tsat,
Week Starting To-morrow Night

LEO CARRILLO
In FREDERIC & FANNY HATTON'S
Famous Fun and Faxhlon Succesa

"LOMBARDI
11

With
GRACE VALENTINE

and tho Original Morosco Cast and
Production

ftft-fto KEITH CONCERTS
¦SiSSc SLEEPING PARTNERS
with Irene Bordonl & Wallace Eddinger

Eves. 25o ir> $1.00.
Wed. Mat.. 25-80c.MONTAUK

BERNARD DALY
THE IRISH TENOR, in

"SWEET
INNISFALLEN"
A FOOR-ACT ROMANTIC DRAMA.BBS-MI \K MR. DAWS NONOS.

Apr. «.TTIE TIOKR KOSE

¦_I

"The Heart of Humanity," is now at
work on a production of his own at
Universal City. The tentative title
for the production is "The Pinnacle."

Norma Talmadge is now studying
classical dancing and Russian ballet
with Adolf Bólm. Mr. P.olm came to
this cour.try with the Serge Diagholefï
Hallet Russe and remained here after
Xijinski ami the others went to Aus¬
tralia to produce "La (%r* ci'Or'' and
"Petroyshka" at the Metropolitan
Qpera House.

Kegina Quinn, the former fox star,
will appear in James W. Gerard's next
contribution following "My Pour Years
in Germany." The theme of the new-
est work of tiie former ambassadi r in¬
volves the confession of a German
officer. William Nigh wiil i-
the loading male part.

Johnnie Dooley, star of "Listen Les¬
ter," has formed his own producing
company and will make a scries of
twelve comedies in two reels each.
Lillian Hall will be the leading woman.

Pide Dudley will furnish the scenarios
and Jack Schult'/, will direct.

Peggy Shanor will be featured in
"The Links of Destiny," a six-reel
photo drama now be*ing made by the
Cold Coin Film Company, Sydney
(¡olden will direct the feature.

"The Tiger's Trail," Pathe'3 serial
of mystery, will be released on April
20. The star of the forthcoming pro¬
duction wiil be Ruth Roland.

.Marjory Bcnton Cooke's popular
novel, "The Love. Call," which appeared
in serial form in many of the leading
American newspapers, is being filmed
by Millie Rhodes, the young star whoso
features are issued by Exhibitors Mut¬
ual.

F. B. Warren has been elected vice-
president of the W. W. Hodkinson Cor¬
poration and on April I begins his
business association with one of the
pioneers in the motion picture industry.
It was W. W. Hodkinson who first
conceived and organized the Para¬
mount organization six years ago. Mr.
Warren was formerly editor and pub¬
lisher of important newspapers in Chi¬
cago, St. Louis and els.-where. When
Samuel Goldwyn, in association with
Edgar and Archibald Selwyn, organ¬
ized the Goldwyn Pictures Corporation,
two and a half years ago, Mr. Warren
became vice-president.

Right here we wish to thank I. V.,
who sent in the following to the Con¬
ning Tower:
A girl I love is Harriette U.;
She tells what shows not to go to.

"The Red Lantern," Nazimova's next
picture, is now being cut and assem¬
bled at the studio in Hollywood.
Mahlee, the half-Chinese, half-Eng¬

lish girl played by Nazimova, bears a
not remote resemblance to France's
Joan of Arc. True, she leads a hope¬
less cause.that of the Boxers against
the European in China. And her heart
is torn between the. love she bears for
an Englishman and the ancient tradi¬
tions of the yellow race.

Besides playing Mahlee, Nazimova
portrays the character of Blanche
Sackville, delicately reared English
girl and a half-sister to the Eurasian.

Prominent screen artists seen in
Samuel L. Rothapfel's first feature pro¬
duction on the Rotl.a^fcl Unit pro¬
gramme are Grace Darling, Hugh
Thompson, Ida Darling, Florenco Bil¬
lings, Hattie Delaro, Alfred Hickman
and Harry Mestayer. Mr. Rothapfel,
who is supervising the direction of this
feature, is now on the third reel of
production. Wally Van is directing,
assisted by Ed James. Edward Earle
is turning the crank. The story waa
written by E. Lloyd Sheldon.

Eugenie Fordo is to be welcomed
back to the screen as Mrs. Maribeau in
support of II.' B. Warner in his first
play under the management of Jesse
D. Hampton. This picture is titled
"The Man Who Turned White." It is
a story of the Soudan.

New Films
This Week

Dorothy Gish, "the little disturber,"
breaks out at the Rialto Theatre again
this next week in "Peppy Polly," with
a militant lady reformer rôle.

In "Peppy Polly" Miss Gi h has the
part of a vigorous and ;., g re s s girl
bent on the unearthing f graft and
sundry abuses in a girls' r< tory,
The ca¡ t of "Peppy Polly" .ludes

Richard Barthelme
and Kate T< i.eray. The piel is

a story by E rank E. (iarbutt. It
was directed for Pa am : bj timer
Cl ton.

'ihe et mt !.. is Lai 's latest
outrage, « ntitled "Well, '11 Be
The Rialto Magazine will offer its
usual array of unusual pictures and
pictorial new ;-

The musical pr ;ramme
tious, opening v. tth the ! in. Liszt

"Li -." '¦.:¦ d by the
Rialto ore! ; :i a, with Hugo R ie
and Nat. W. Fií ¦. ind ic ig. Aim:
Rosner, Martin Brefcl and Emi
List will sing the trio from "Faust."
The second ore] number is an ex¬

cerpt from Leo Fail's "Doll Princess."

Monroe Salisbury will be .ecu at the
Broadway in "The Blinding Trail."
By way of a comedy, Mr. Kashin has
secured "His Prehistoric Past," feat¬
uring Charlie Chaplin.

.John Barrymore will be seen at the
Strand Theatre as .Martin Wingrave in
"The Test of Honor," based upon E,
Phillips Oppenheim's successful novel,
"The .Malefactor." In his new photoplay
Mr. Barrymore appears as a convict
whose career is ruined by a treacher¬
ous woman whom he loved. Constance
Binney, who played the leading rôle in
"Sporting Life." has a charming part in
support of Mr. Barrymore. live Upsell
prepared the scenario, and the picture
was photographed under the direction
of John S. Fulbert son. "A Wasmanipol
Week End" is the title of a Chester
Outing travel scenic. The first of u

new series oî~ comedies mad«' from
Briggs's ''When a Fellow Needs a

Friend" cartoon-, entitled ''A Surprise
Party 'n' Everything," will be sho_wn,
as well as the Topical Review, edited
by Director Plunkett, and Topics of
the Day. The Strand Symphony Oi
(.'lustra will play the overt.ic to "Madair
Butterfly," Malcolm McEachern, bas:
Lorna Leska, soprano, and Ralph 11
Brigham and Herbert Sisson, organists,
are the soloists. Car! Edouarde will
conduct.

William Russell makes his début at
the Rivoli Theatre this week in "Brass
Buttons," a cheerful adventure romance,
On the same programme Hugo Ria «en¬
fold presents the first "Peer Gynt"
suite, by Grieg, played by the Rivoli
orchestra and decorated with a series
of four color symphonie scenic set¬
tings and an interpretive dance. The
settings are by John Wenger, the Rus¬
sian colorist. The dance is arranged by
Adolf Holm, of the Metropolitan Opera
House.

Mr, Russell's "Brass Buttons" is the
story of a rich young man who bor¬
rowed a policeman's uniform for court¬
ine; purposes. The picture is illumi¬
nated by "Bull" Montana in the rôle
of a gunman. The story was written
by Stephen Fox, and the picture was

directed for William Russell Produc¬
tions by Henry King. Eileen Percy
and Helen Howard are in the cast.
The comedy element of the pro¬

gramme is supplied by the "Happj
Hooligan" cartoon shown in the Rivoli
Pictorial with the newspicturés an«! :

Mutt and Jeff comic cartoon entitlei
"Subbing for Tom Mix."

The big attraction at Loew's New
York Theatre and Roof will be William
S. Hart in his new production, ''The
Poppy Girl's Husband," on Monday.
The changes for the balance of the
week will be Fred Stone, in "Johnny,
Get Your Gun," on Tuesday; Tom Mix,
in "Fighting for Gold," on Wednesday;
Mae Murray, in "What Am I Bid?" on

Thursday Vivian Martin, in "Trie
Little Comrade," and Corintio Griffith,
in "The Unknown Quantity," on Fri¬
day. Kitty Cordon, in "The Scar," on

Saturday, and Bert Lytell, in "Blackie's
Temptation," on Sunday.
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Clare Briggs, Cartoonist
And Fil-lum Magnate

By Harriette Underbill.
It seemed a brilliant idea at first,

that of interviewing Clare Briggs; for,
having written about James Mont¬
gomery Flagg, it wasn't fair to neg¬
lect our own Briggs. So we held
him up yes, half way between the
water cooler and the letter box. if
you must have it.and broached the
subject to him.
He didn't seem elated, as we had

expected, but he promises to grant tis
an interview if he could tind the time.
It just happened that all of the other
interviewers had had brilliant ideas,
too, and had dated him all up.

But working right in the same of¬
fice with celebrities has its advan¬
tages. You can, in a way, keep track
of the comings and goings, though
we must admit that the latter is of
more frequent occurance than the
former.

But, anyway, Wednesday afternoon
we caught Mr. Briggs at his drawing
board. He was deep in the mazes of
"What a lilm ingenue thinks about,'1
but when we looked at the paper it
was blank. Perhaps he intended tc
leave it that way, or perhaps he hac
not yet been able to think of what
the ingenue thinks about.
At any rate, we said: "Desist! Anc

tell us what a cartoonist think!
about when his screen début is im
m nent."

"Will, considering tho fact that
wrote the scenario and the titles ant

the east and directed tho pict
lire I'm a bit nervous and much mon
tired, i was rather in the position o
the boy who went to the party am
wouldn't stay unless he could hav«
everything his own way.

""_ ou know there are certain fast an«
hai 1 rules for making movies and the;
cannot find it in their hearts to devi
ate in the [east. They raised thei
han«.ls in horror when 1 said, 'No plot
and 'No grown-ups to furnish a lov
interest.' What I wanted was just m
Tribune children transferred to th
screen and the first and most impoi
tant thing '.vas to find juvenile actor
who would look as I wished them t

"1 was fortunate, for in the Car
family 1 found a trio of them.Joh

Stephen and Rosemary. And be
having all of the external attr:

butes they are wonderful little Thes
pians. You know their mother is th
famous Madge Carr of 'Mrs. Wiggs c
the Cabbage Patch.'
"My first picture is 'The Days c

Real Sport A Surprise Party 'i
Everything.' 1 have featured 'Skinna;
and this is tho first time he has a«

cepted the invitation- to 'Come c
over.' Little John Carr is piayii:
him.'1
"How di«l you think of makir

motion pictures in the first place
We asked.

"I didn't think of it. Some one el
thought of it, and suggested it to me
"And how did you think of yoi

cartoons in the first place?"
"That's so simple. If you can dra

ail you have to do is to make picture
II HI II.¦¦!!¦ ..Ill,

of what you see around you, and put
real words in their mouths."
"That is the delightful thing about

your pictures. Your mothers say
exactly the things that all of our
mothers used to say. Your characters
are real. Isn't it nice to be doing
work that every one thinks is so
wonderful?"

'Indeed, every ono docs not think
that my cartoons are wonderful. You
ought to see the letters I get some¬
times!"
"Thank Heaven!" we breathed; "then

we aro not the only persecuted one.
And do they say nasty, insulting
things to you, and then sign them¬
selves 'A Friend,' or 'Steady Reader.'
or 'One, Who Knows?'
"No; they are pretty frank, a« a

rule, and seem anxious to declare
themselves. When I first began to
make my cartoons for The Tribune
people wrote in denouncing me ami
the paper and my characters. So many
of these letters came that 1 really be¬
lieve The Tribune began to take them
seriously until finally some came in
addressed to Horace Greelcy.
"That settled it! A man who didn't

know that Horace Greeley was dead
couldn't be expected to care much
whether ¡my one had a grand and
glorious feeling or not.
"But occasionally an irate femg'a

writes to assuro me that nice married
people never talk to one another as my
people do."
"And are you going to do all of your

ideas on the screen like 'Oh, Man,' 'The
j (¡rand and Glorious Peeling' and 'What.
People Think About'? we asked.

"I'm going to wait and see how the
first one goes and 1 can tell better
after that. I do wan' to do one called
'What, a Year-Old Baby Thinks About.'"

"Yes, and, make her a girl and xse
.shall guarantee to tell you what sho
thinks about. She wonders what kind
of a coming-out gown she will have and
whether it is. better to marry or have
a career and things liko that.

"I'll promise to do that one 'r the
first picture is a success."
And Mr. Briggs %von't have long to

wait now. "The Days of Real
will be seen at the Strand this nf:cr-
noon.

"'Virtuous Men" to Open
At Fulton Thefitre

"Virtuous Men" will open to-night
at the Fulton Theatre. This produc¬
tion, which sta,rs E. K. Lincoln and
was directed by Ralph Ince, cost fit '.-
000 to produce. Incidentally it marks
the screen début of Clara Joel, who
scored a personal hit in "Within the
Law" and "Business Before Pit
Carl Edouarde, conductor of the Strand
Symphony Orchestra, will direct the
orchestra at the showing of "Virtuoui
Men."

When Ford Meets Ford
This is Douglas Fairbanks's lit*?!:
"If one Ford passed another in Ire¬

land what time would it be?
"Why, tin past tin, of course."

AMUSEMENTS AMUSEMENTS

COMMENCING
TODAY

JOHN
ampere

JffÇP<2IlWMWtÇf>kUllV
Founded on 'THE MALKTACTOH."

by E. rhllllps Oppenheim.
Scenario by Eve rnsell.

Directed by John K«.>t>i-rt*in.

The Woman had said she loved him, and he, like a fool,innocently caused her husband's death.Then, in the crowded courtroom, she denied him, said shehardly knew him.
What could he do? How could he acquit himself?COULD he acquit himself 7 Gome to see.

BRIGGS' COMEDY7ÜÜ AÄ .ffl^O.TIN...CKKSTER
SCENIC BOBBY BFMl'S

t'AKTOON
STRAM» TOI'ICAI.

REVIEW
MAI.COLM McKACHERN (Basso), LONA I.ASKA (Soprano)STRAND SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA Am K:; A rr

RIALTO RIVOLIBROADWAY AT 42nd BROADWAY AT 4*tk

DIRECTION çf HUGO RIESENFELD
BEGINNING TODAY 1 P. M.

DOROTHY GISH
in Paramount'»

'PEPPY POLLY"
TRÍO from "FAUST"

RIALTO ORCHESTRA
RiMtnfeld 4. Fintcon Conducting

"PEER GYNf
p.'oy*J ^^>

RIVOLI ORCHESTRA
Isno &*ptt le )asrx;h Klein Conducting

WILLIAM RUSSELL
"BRASS BUTTONS"
MUTT * JEFF-HAPPY HOOLIGAN


